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Football, as the world's most popular sport, has historically been associated with incidents of
violence, particularly among spectators. This study investigates the deviant behaviors exhibited by
fans in the Ethiopian Premier League, particularly in Addis Ababa and other regional club residents,
where football matches often experience violence and unsportsmanlike conduct. Utilizing a mixed-
methods approach, the research combines quantitative surveys and qualitative approach. A total of
410 respondents were participated, including funs, club officials, players, and law enforcement
officers. The gathered data were analyzed using descriptive statistical methods (Mean, Standard
Deviation, Charts/Figures). The largest age group among respondents is 18-25 years, comprising
38.3% of the total. This suggests that younger adults are more likely to attend football events,
indicating a strong interest in football among this demographic. The potential challenge of football
violence are death with mean of 2.73 (SD ± 1.36), Major Injuries with mean of 3.46 (SD ± 1.38),
Minor Injuries with mean of 3.80 (SD ± 1.37), Climate of Fear with mean of 3.61 (SD ± 1.29),
Players Unable to Use Potential Fully with mean of 3.33 (SD ± 1.40), Biased decision of referee
Findings highlight that leisure and team loyalty are the predominant factors driving fan engagement
in Ethiopian football, while financial considerations play a minimal role. The alarmingly high mean
score for deviant incidents underscores the pressing need for stakeholders in the football community
clubs, governing bodies, and law enforcement to address these issues proactively. By understanding
the factors contributing to negative behaviors and fostering a more positive atmosphere at matches,
it is possible to enhance the overall experience for all attendees. To enhance safety in football
competitions, interviewees proposed several intervention strategies: Implement awareness
campaigns promoting positive supporter behavior, Enforce stricter conduct policies for fans and
players. Future research should continue to explore these dynamics, focusing on effective
interventions and strategies to promote positive supporter behavior, ensuring that football remains a
safe and enjoyable environment for everyone involved. Further research or similar study should be
carried out in other Higher league, super league and regional league football club in Ethiopia in
order to fill the information gap.
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Introduction
Football is the world’s most popular sport, with
millions of fans annually watching professional
football on their television or at public viewing
places such as fan zones, or attending matches in
person. Fans are extremely important for sport
clubs, as they generate a large part of the clubs’
income by attending games, buying merchandise,
paying to watch games on television or on the
Internet, and attracting sponsors. They also
contribute to the atmosphere in sport stadia, the
identity of the teams, and what makes them
attractive to others (Koenigstorfer, Groeppel-klein,
and Schmitt 2010). Unsportsmanlike behavior,
such as diving, taunting, or engaging in verbal
altercations, is frequently discussed in the context
of football. Research indicates that this behavior
can be influenced by peer pressure, the desire for
media attention, and a lack of accountability within
teams (Poeller, 2023). Most of the studies in this
area tend to focus on incidences of football
violence and hooliganism around the world and not
the underlying deviant behavior of fun, football
violence and its management approach. Even then,
there is need for further research on the causes,
especially to determine whether they are specific to
particular areas, including Addis Ababa.
Significant ground has been covered by researchers
in establishing the effects of football violence on
societies and individuals. None of the researches

has however focused on capital and regional city,
despite the fact that it hosts many football matches,
local and international. There is therefore need to
determine the unique circumstances that make
capital city and other urban of soccer entertainment
highly susceptible to violence.
Research objectives

 To examine reasons of attending football by
spectator?

 To identify the behaviour of fun in
Ethiopian football premier league clubs.

 To examine the management approach of
football federation in implementing
appropriate punitive measures for
combating the violence.

Review of related literature
The definition of sports-related violence is the
subject of academic debate. There is no universally
agreed upon scholarly definition of violence in
sport. (Haslam, 2020 ). The culture surrounding
football, including fan behavior and media
portrayal, plays a significant role in shaping
deviant behaviors. Supportive fan environments
can sometimes encourage aggression, while media
coverage can amplify negative actions (Wakefield,
2006). Studies focusing on youth football
emphasize the importance of coaching styles and
parental influence on player behavior. Coaches
who prioritize winning over sportsmanship may
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inadvertently promote deviant behaviors among
young athletes (Ellison, 2018 ). Despite the wealth
violence in other countries, there is a notable gap
in research focusing on Ethiopia. The unique socio-
political landscape and cultural dynamics in Addis
Ababa may contribute to the prevalence of violence
during football matches. Factors such as ethnic
tensions, economic disparities, and the political
climate may exacerbate the situation (Prince, 2023
). Recent incidents involving prominent clubs

of literature on football

Therefore, expert of football federation, the
coaching staffs of football clubs, sport journalist,
referees, security personnel and players which are
responsible to obtain information from them.
Based on formula the number of samples was 384
people but, the researcher increased it to 410 to
promote reliability of study.

2

highlight the urgent need for localized studies to
understand these dynamics better.

n 


d 2

(1.96)2 *0.5*0.5
(0.05)2

 384.16 384

Research methodology
Descriptive was used, in order to identify and
describe the problem under investigation.
Descriptive research design is a systematic method
used to describe the characteristics of a population
or phenomenon being studied. It focuses on

The population size=N for all clubs is 5000. Out of
this population, using the sample size
determination formula given above the sample size
was determined to be 384. However, the population
is categorized in to 6 stratums. Hence, it is
necessary to allocate the sample size to each

providing an accurate representation of the
variables involved without manipulating them.

stratum based on their respective size. nh  Nh *n N

This type of research is often employed in social Where nh is sample size for hth stratum andNh is

sciences, education, and health studies to gather
insights into various aspects of human behavior,
opinions, and conditions. A stratified sampling
procedure was used to choose sample respondents
from the population of sixteen male football clubs’
players in Ethiopian primer league. Stratification

was designed based on regional and administration city
club representatives. As a first step researcher was selected
six teams out of the sixteen, according
to particular criteria:
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the population size for hth stratum.
Statistical Product and Service Solution
(SPSS) version 20.0 was employed for data
analysis. The gathered data were analyzed
using descriptive statistical methods (Mean,
Standard Deviation, Charts/Figures).
Descriptive statistics such as mean, and
standard deviation were employed to
summaries the data obtained from the
respondents. To confirm the prepositions in
this study, inter item correlation was tested
using Cronbach’s alpha test a value
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greater than 0.7 shows they are reliable measuring similar objectives.
Results
Table 1. Background Information of the Respondents

Characteristics Frequency %
Age 18-25 157 38.3

26-35 90 22.0
36-45 98 23.9
above 45 65 15.9

Sex Male 355 86.6
Female 55 13.4

Organizatio
n

Football federation 10 2.4
Referee 10 2.4
Sport Media 10 2.4
Football club 23 5.6
police 12 2.9
fun 345 84.1

Table 1; Demography of respondents
The above table indicates the demographic
characteristics of respondents on their age, Sex and
organization, Accordingly, the largest age group
among respondents is 18-25 years, comprising
38.3% of the total. This suggests that younger
adults are more likely to attend football events,
indicating a strong interest in football among this
demographic. Respondents aged above 45 years
represent the smallest group at 15.9%. This might
suggest that older adults are less engaged with
football events. The data shows that 86.6% of
respondents are male, this suggests that male fans
are more likely to participate in surveys while with

only 13.4% of respondents identifying as female in
order to incorporate their thoughts about football
violence in and outside stadium. A significant
84.1% of respondents identified as fan members,
reinforcing the idea that the majority of participants
are regular supporters of football clubs. This
overwhelming representation highlights the
importance of fans in shaping the culture and
popularity of the Ethiopian Football Premier
League. The combined total of all professional
organizations (Ethiopia Football Federation,
Referees, Mass Media Broadcast, Football Clubs,
and Ethiopian Police) accounts for 15.9% of
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respondents. This suggests the presence of
referees, media, and police indicates a variety of
perspectives that are essential for understanding
Fig 1. Reasons to attend football match

From the above figures, it can be seen that
Enjoying or Spending Leisure Time 3.45 (SD ±
1.52), Watching My Favorite Team 3.41 (SD ±
1.35), Watching My Favorite Soccer Player 3.00
(SD ± 1.37), and 2.19 (SD ± 1.292) Source of
Income or Job. Significant portion of respondents
view football as a primary leisure activity. Close
behind is the motivation to watch favorite teams.
This indicates that team loyalty plays a crucial role
in fan engagement. The lower standard deviation
compared to leisure time suggests more consensus
among respondents on this point. The mean score

different aspects of league operations, such as
officiating, media coverage, and security.

Watching My Favorite Soccer Player is exactly at
the midpoint of the scale. The standard deviation
shows some variability in how much value fans
place on individual players, which may depend on
personal preferences and player popularity.
Regarding Source of Income or Job scored the
lowest, suggesting that very few respondents view
football primarily as a source of income or
employment the relatively low standard deviation
indicates that there is general agreement on this
point, as most fans do not associate their
engagement with financial motives.

Reasons to attend football match
4
3.5
3
2.5
2
1.5
1
0.5
0 To enjoy or spentleisure time Towatchmy favoritesoccer player Towatchmy favoriteteam It is a source of incomeor job

Mean 3.45 3 3.4073 2.19
Std. Deviation 1.52 1.37 1.35 1.29
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I encountered deviant incidents during football match
Active in social group of my own ethnic group or clubmembers

Spectators of guest team are bad
Home team behavior is bad

0 0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5 4

SD Mean

Fig 2. shows behavior of fun

Home teambehavior isbad Spectators of guest teamare bad
Active in social group ofmy own ethnic group orclub members

I encountered deviantincidents during footballmatch
SD 1.38 1.32 1.47 1.21
Mean 3.18 3.34 3.17 3.65

Figure 2; results related to behaviors of funs
From the above table we can see that Home Team
Behavior is bad with Mean of 3.18 (SD ± 1.386).
This score indicates a moderate level of agreement
among respondents that the behavior of home team
supporters is often negative. The relatively high
standard deviation suggests that opinions vary
widely; while some respondents may feel strongly
about this issue, others may not perceive it as a
significant problem. Spectators of Guest Team are
Bad with Mean score 3.34(SD ± 1.327). This item
shows a slightly higher mean score than the
previous one, indicating that respondents perceive
the behavior of the guest team’s supporters as
problematic as well. The lower standard deviation
compared to home team behavior suggests a more
consistent perception among respondents
regarding this issue. Active in Social Group of My

Own Ethnic Group or Club Members Mean 3.17
(SD ± 1.478). The mean score here indicates a
moderate level of engagement among fans with
their own ethnic or club groups during matches.
The high standard deviation suggests considerable
variability in how actively individuals engage with
their social groups, indicating that some fans may
be very involved while others may not be.
Encountered Deviant Incidents During Football
Match (Mean: 3.65, SD ± 1.215). This item has the
highest mean score, suggesting that many
respondents have experienced deviant incidents
during matches. The lower standard deviation
indicates a more uniform agreement among
respondents regarding this experience,
highlighting it as a significant concern.
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Figure 3; results related to management approach of federation

From the above table we can see that Poor Sport
Management and Leadership Background
Knowledge with mean of 3.62 (SD ± 1.38), Unfair
Punishment Among Clubs with mean of 3.56
(SD ± 1.29), Poor Ticket Sales, Pre-Risk
Assessment with mean of 3.68 (SD ± 1.30), The
Consistency of Punishment is Temporary with
mean of 3.58 (SD ± 1.41), As a Result of Violence,
Transferring Clubs from Their Home Camp with
mean value of 3.88 (SD ± 1.17). The impact of
violence leading to clubs being transferred from
their home grounds is viewed as a significant
concern leading them for financial crises. Poor
Sport Management and Leadership Background
Knowledge indicates a concern regarding the level
of knowledge and expertise in sport management
and leadership among relevant stakeholders.
Respondents perceive unfair punishment among

clubs as a moderate issue, suggesting concerns
about equity and fairness in disciplinary actions.
poor ticket sales and inadequate pre-risk
assessment indicates poor proactive measures
taken by event stakeholders. Respondents feel
there is a moderate issue with the consistency of
punishments, indicating potential instability in
enforcement practices among clubs. To enhance
safety in football competitions, interviewees
proposed several intervention strategies:
Implement awareness campaigns promoting
positive supporter behavior, Enforce stricter
conduct policies for fans and players.

Discussion
The findings of this study align with existing
literature that highlights moderate mean scores
regarding home and guest team behaviors in this

Mean Std. Deviation

Poor ticket sales, pre The consistency of As a result of violencerisk assessment punishment is transferring clubs fromtemporary their home camp
Unfair punishmentamong clubsPoor sportmanagement andleadership backgroundknowledge

1.171.411.31.291.38

3.58 3.883.683.563.62
4.5
4
3.5
3
2.5
2
1.5
1
0.5
0

management computency
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study align with the findings of previous research indicating that fans are
often critical of their own and opposing supporters
(Angell, (2016). ). It shows the importance of
addressing these behaviors not only for the sake of
individual safety but also for the integrity of the
sport itself. Moreover, the engagement levels
within ethnic or club groups observed in this study
reflect how fan identity is often intertwined with
cultural and social dimensions. This incident
particularly pronounced in Ethiopia, where
management strategies are often insufficient to
address the root causes of fan violence. This
connection emphasizes the need for clubs and
governing bodies to consider these factors when
developing strategies to promote positive supporter
behavior (Breitbarth, 2008). Future research
should focus on longitudinal studies that assess the
impact of specific interventions aimed at reducing
deviant behavior and promoting positive supporter
culture in football.
Conclusion
The findings highlight the complexity of factors
affecting fan perceptions in football matches. It
shows the need for a nuanced understanding of fan
behavior in Ethiopian football, particularly
regarding unsportsmanlike conduct and violence.
As football continues to grow in popularity in
Ethiopia, addressing these issues becomes
imperative for fostering a positive sporting

environment. This study provides valuable insights
into fan perceptions of supporter behaviour at
football matches, highlighting the complexities and
challenges faced within the crowd dynamics. The
moderate mean scores regarding both home and
guest team behaviours indicate a shared concern
among fans about negative conduct, while the
variability in individual opinions suggests that
experiences and perceptions can differ widely
within the community. The notable engagement
levels within ethnic or club groups further
emphasize the diverse nature of fan interactions
and the potential for varying degrees of
involvement in supporter culture. The alarmingly
high mean score for deviant incidents underscores
the pressing need for stakeholders in the football
community clubs, governing bodies, and law
enforcement to address these issues proactively.
By understanding the factors contributing to
negative behaviours and fostering a more positive
atmosphere at matches, it is possible to enhance the
overall experience for all attendees. Future
research should continue to explore these
dynamics, focusing on effective interventions and
strategies to promote positive supporter behaviour,
ensuring that football remains a safe and enjoyable
environment for everyone involved.
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